[Excess mortality of severely handicapped patients in mandatory health insurance].
The introduction of compulsory long term care insurance as of 1.1. 1995 has temporarily brought to an end a whole range of controversial discussions, which have been strongly coloured by party political interests. The originally planned expenditure figure of at least DM 30 billion represents an enormous outlay in these time of economic recession. It is already abundantly clear that the premium payments will not be sufficient in the long run, nor will it be possible to increase these premiums arbitrarily. This therefore elicits the question as to whether it is possible to calculate in advance the cost of treatment for those "in serious need of nursing care" on the basis of various factors such as age, sex, underlying illness, therapy and social integration. Up to now, there has been very little statistical analysis of these parameters. For this reason, the company MDK has carried out a preliminary survey (which so far has only looked at a limited number of cases) in order to obtain a general idea of the variations in the period required for long term care. This survey has shown that there are two main groups of cases requiring care, which can be differently assessed on the basis of age and sex. On the one hand, there are those in serious need of nursing care, who, due to a life-threatening disease or as a result of an acute deterioration of an existing chronic condition (e.g. severe KHK, cirrhosis of the liver, decompensated renal insufficiency) die a relatively short time after the application for care is made.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)